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Ethnic Cleansing: 
Does International Law Still Matter?





Gladstone

He told a crowd of 6,000 
people that he felt 
compelled to come out of 
retirement having 
met “two Armenian 
gentlemen” who had 
described atrocities 
“horribly accumulated 
outrages” which he said, 
“the powers of language 
hardly suffice to 
adequately describe.”
 



Armenian Genocide, 1915



William Alton’s Photographs of 
Armenian Genocide, 1917



“There is no 
reasonable doubt 
that this crime was 
planned and 
executed for 
political reasons”
Winston Churchill



In September 2023, Azerbaijan launched an unprovoked 
large-scale military offensive against Artsakh.



“the practice of 
ethnic cleansing, 
may give rise to 
individual criminal 
responsibility under 
international law”

from the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council 
of Europe resolution, Oct 
2023.



Raphael Lemkin

GENOCIDE
/ˈdʒɛnəsʌɪd/

GENOS  - Greek meaning race or tribe
CIDE - Latin meaning killing
 
Lemkin said it would be a word 
like “tyrannicide, homicide, 
infanticide” but “is intended rather to 
signify a coordinated plan … with the 
aim of annihilating the groups 
themselves.”



Hazara
IN AFGHANISTAN



Yazidis
IN IRAQ



Christians
IN NIGERIA



Burma



Uyghurs, China, 
North Korea



“Truth to tell, we 
are all criminals if 
we remain silent”

Stefan Zweig


